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Saint Thomas More was selected as the name- 
sake when it was decided to establish a new 
parish in the then “country community” of 
Munster, Indiana. It is very fitting that the 
life of St. Thomas More should be held up 
to us as an example at this time, for he also 
lived at a time when the trials against faith 
were very great. St. Thomas was a layman, 
Lord Chancellor of England under Henry 
Vill. Yet St. Thomas, in spite of his high 
position chose to give up this position and 
even his life rather than to deny his faith. 
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The nave of our beautiful church 
comfortably seats over 1200 people. 


Right: Father Weis celebrates 
his first Mass in our new church. 
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Twenty five years 

in the history of 
mankind ts almost 
nothing. 

Twenty five years in 

the history of a man 

is one third of his lifetime. 
Father Weis has 

devoted this portion 

of his lifetime “making” 
the pages in this 

book possible. 


ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH 


Jn the years just prior to and during World War || 

this old but seemingly youthful village suddenly 

felt the growing pains of adolescence. Dozens of new 

families moved in weekly and among them, many 

Catholics — Catholics who had not been used to 

traveling the distance necessary for Munster residents to 
travel in order to attend Mass on Sunday. 

Aware of this growth of Catholic population and of 
the hardship in fulfilling religious obligations, John 
Francis Noll, Bishop of Fort Wayne, delegated Father 
Robert Weis on the 24th day of February, 1945,to make 
a survey of the Catholic people in Munster. The purpose 
of the survey was to determine the number of Catholic 
families in this region with a view to establishing a new 
parish for them. So it was largely eager and enthusiastic 
individuals who greeted Father Weis when he began his 
survey early in March of 1945. 


If Father Weis was impressed by the eagerness and 
enthusiasm of his future parishioners, they in turn, were 
even more impressed by his sincerity and his desire to 
work, whether that work be spiritual or manual. 

Having completed his survey, Father Weis called a 
meeting for all the Catholics of Munster. This first 
meeting was held in the Munster Public School on Ridge 
Road, on April 20, 1945. The seventy-five people who 
attended this meeting discussed the possibility of the 
future parish and endeavored to reach some decision in 
regard to a place in which Sunday Mass might be said 
until the parish had quarters of its own. Since no 
buildings were available, it was decided to obtain 
permission to have Mass in either the Munster School or 
Town Hall. 

Before the meeting adjourned, a committee was 
selected to confer with Bishop Noll regarding the 
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Altar of our first church, 1946 


establishment of a parish in Munster. Members of this 
Committee were: Frank J. Galvin, Paul Barliak, Clarence 
Steffes, Mrs. E.C. Hulett, Sylvester Beiriger, Mrs. E.J. 
Kritzer, Lawrence Mills, Lawrence Lynch, and Mrs. V. 
Tetsworth. 

The Committee met with His Excellency, Bishop 
Noll, early in May, and the Bishop’s answer was 
favorable. Accordingly, Bishop Noll appointed Father 
Robert Weis to make the necessary preparations for the 
establishment of a Catholic parish in Munster. 

In the meantime, however, there was considerable 
difficulty in finding a place for the celebration of 
Sunday Mass. A committee, comprised of Mr. William 
Kleihege, Mrs. Lawrence Mills, Mrs. Emory Hulett and 
Mrs. Frank Galvin, interviewed the Munster Town Board 


went into the building of our first church 
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and the Munster School Board to ascertain whether or 
not the Town Hall or the School gymnasium might be 
available for Sunday Masses until such time as a church 
could be erected. 

The town officials were most cordial to this com- 
mittee, but were unable to be of assistance. The crowded 
conditions at the school made it necessary to convert the 
gymnasium into classrooms and fire regulations neces- 
sitated many improvements in the auditorium of the 
town hall before it could be used for such a purpose. 
The only alternative was to acquire some land and erect 
a temporary church. 

On October 23, 1945, Father Weis received noti- 
fication from Bishop Noll, of his official appointment — 
Pastor of the new Catholic parish in Munster. The new 
parish was to be named, according to the Bishop, ‘’St. 
Thomas More,” after Henry VIII's Lord Chancellor of 
England, who gave up his life rather than deny his faith. 


Land Is Purchased 


[ate in the summer of 1945, it was learned that a 
three-acre tract of land in the center of Munster 
could be purchased for use as parish property. Soon 
after this, a financial drive was launched for the purpose 
of obtaining money to purchase the property and erect a 
temporary church. 
In November, 1945, a tract of land south of Ridge 
Road, on the east side of Calumet Avenue, was 
purchased. There was very little money for building the 


acoustical ceiling, and a reflecting granite reredos. 


church, but many hands make light work and they also 
make it inexpensive. On December 4, 1945, ground was 
broken for the first church building. The new church 
was constructed with a minimum of paid labor. There 
can be no doubt that the chief carpenter, electrician, 
plumber and painter was Father Weis himself, but he 
found many willing and capable assistants among his 
new parishioners. 

February 25, 1946, found the new church ready for 
its first Mass. It was a frame rectangular building covered 
with asbestos brick shingles. It may not have provided all 
the comforts of more modern churches, the pews were 
wooden card chairs, and the kneelers were unpadded. It 
was, however, warm and attractive, in a simple kind of 
way, and the parishioners were proud of their 
accomplishment. 

The first Sunday Masses were said at 8:35 and 10:35. 
The church was nearly filled at the first Mass and was 
filled at the second. The Sisters of St. Francis decorated 
the Altar for the occasion and the high school boys and 
girls from Griffith provided the music. Ronald Swanson 
and Andrew Berthold were the first servers, and the 
ushers were Mr. Lawrence Mills and Mr. Michael Einsele. 
Our first collection was $350.41; and so St. Thomas 
More’s of Munster had its beginning. 

The first year was a busy one and it was also a year of 
growing. Pastor and people together had the joy of 
recording many ‘‘firsts’’ both in the parish register and in 
the memory of its charter members. The first Baptisms 
as members of the new parish were James Ronald Huth 
and James Quentin Mueller. These took place in St. 
Mary's Church in Griffith. The first Baptism in St. 
Thomas More Church was Lynda Jean Thomas on March 
3, 1946. The first marriage was that of Anton Brangel 
and Mary Fern Mounts on May 4, 1946. 

Members of the first First Holy Communion Class 
who received First Holy Communion on June 16, 1946, 
were: Thomas Milne, Betty Erb, Dianne Payer, Kenneth 
Tucker, Richard Takacs, Joan Brook, and Margaret 
Soderstrom. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation was administered in 
St. Thomas More’s for the first time on May 5, 1948. At 
this time the Most Reverend John Francis Noll conferred 
the Sacrament on sixty-four persons. 

The Altar and Rosary Sodality was the first group 
organized. The officers were: Mrs. John Halfen, Presi- 
dent; Mrs. Martin Swanson, Vice-president; Mrs. James 
Turner, Secretary; and Mrs. John Madalon, Treasurer. 
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Members of the First Holy Communion Class, 
June 16, 1946 


Benediction outside of our first church 


The first parish trustees were: Mr. Frank Galvin, Mr. 
William Kleihege, and Mr. Lawrence Mills. The second 
group in the parish was the young people. Its officers 


were: Ronald Swanson, President; Joyce Jones, Vice- 
president; Loretta Mills, Secretary; and Don Beiriger, 
Treasurer. The organization of the Holy Name Society 
followed. Its first officers were: George Schreiner, 
President; Frank Galvin, Vice-president; Frank Portz, 
Secretary; and Harry Gahagan, Treasurer. 


Present rectory as it appeared prior to the building of our first church 


In April of 1946, Father Weis was released from 
service at Griffith. He resided with his mother in 
Hammond, until May 15, 1946, when he moved into the 
house that had been purchased for use as a rectory, thus 
making him a resident pastor. 

At the conclusion of this first year, the Sunday 
Masses had increased from two to five, a real testimonial 
to Father Weis’s success in Munster. 

On February 16, 1947, a dinner to celebrate the First 
Anniversary of St. Thomas More's was held in St. Mary’s 
Parish Hall in Griffith. Mr. Raymond Young presided at 
this dinner and a capacity crowd attended. Father John 
A. O’Brien of the University of Notre Dame was the 
principal speaker. His subject was “The Christian 
Family.” 


New Church Is Built 


The rapid growth of the parish during the second 
year of its existence made it evident that a larger 
church, as well as a school for St. Thomas More's, were 
fast becoming a necessity. By the end of the year, an 
architect had been selected. His plans were approved and 
contractors’ bids were submitted for the new building. 
Construction of the building began on April 19, 1948. 


On June 20, 1948, Monsignor E.J. Mungoven, Vicar 
General of the Diocese of Fort Wayne, officiated at the 
laying of the cornerstone of the new church and school. 

On Palm Sunday, April 10, 1949, Mass was said for 
the first time in the new church. On this occasion, 
Father Weis announced that the Sisters of St. Benedict 
would be the teachers when the school opened its doors 
in September of 1949. 

The first registration for St. Thomas More School was 
held on May 12th and 14th in the school. Registration 
included children from grades 1 — 6. A grade was to be 
added each year so that eight grades would be accom- 
modated. Bus transportation was also assured. 

On May 22nd, an open house was held to give 
parishioners and friends an opportunity to see the new 
church, inspect the school and the Sisters’ quarters. The 
Sisters were to be housed temporarily in the school, 
until such a time as a convent could be purchased. 

Four Sisters of St. Benedict, three teachers and a 
housekeeper, arrived on August 22nd to prepare for the 
opening of school. The official opening was September 
7, 1949, and a total of ninety-five children were 
enrolled. 

The year 1949 was an important and eventful one for 
this young parish. It was climaxed by a visit from His 
Excellency, Bishop Noll, on October 30th. This was 
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The Blessed Sacrament Chapel showing detail 


of beautiful leaded glass windows 


‘In the one Spirit 


we were baptized... 
and one Spirit 


was given to us 
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Our second church was dedicated October, 1949 


dedication day and the church, school and convent were 
blessed by the bishop. 

Busy and fruitful years pass quickly, and the early 
1950's prove the point. The parish continued to grow, 
and the school (expanded to all eight grades) was 
accommodating ever-increasing numbers. These years 
were highlighted by the arrival of the first assistant 
pastor, Father William Gieranowski, in July of 1951. He 
had been sent by the bishop to assist Father Weis and to 
act as chaplain for the Sisters at Mount Mercy Sani- 
torium on Ridge Road. Father Bill's happy disposition 


Happy and smiling first graduates 
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and willingness to work soon endeared him to all the 
parishioners of St. Thomas More's. When Mount Mercy 
Sanitorium ceased to operate in 1952, Father 
Gieranowski became a full-time assistant and Masses 
were said twice each weekday in the church. 

The 
naturally accompanied by a proportionate increase in its 
activities. St. Thomas More's was suffering from 
“growing pains’ as far as adequate space for these 
activities was concerned. The demand for more space for 
parish activities meant replacing the old church building 
which was being used as a hall and school cafeteria with 
a facility which could also house additional classrooms. 

In September of 1953, at a meeting of the Holy 
Name Society, it was decided that an “all out” effort 
should be made to erect a new activities building, which 


rapid growth of any parish and school are 


would also include the much-needed space. 

It was during the same year (1953) that a house on 
Jackson Street was purchased by the parish for the use 
of the Sisters. 

In January of 1954, Dr. Michael Tilka was appointed 
chairman of a group of men from the parish to conduct 
a Campaign to raise funds for the new activities building. 
The campaign was launched on January 27th of that 


year. The goal was $125,000. By February 16th, 


$127,000 had been pledged. Mr. James Turner, Munster 
architect, was requested to submit plans for the pro- 
posed building. 

The following May, the Sisters moved into their 
newly remodeled house at 8315 Jackson Street. On May 
30th an open house was held in the new convent. Work 
was begun immediately to convert the space from which 


An early First Communion group 


Interior view of our second church, 1949 


The second church building served 
as a place of worship 
as well as a grade school. 
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The Tabernacle is located between 
the main church and the chapel 


the Sisters moved into classrooms, for which it was first 
planned. 

In May of 1955, the parish was saddened by the 
announcement that the beloved assistant, Father 
Gieranowski, had been transferred to Elkart, Indiana. He 
was feted at a farewell reception in the parish hall on 
May 15th. 

“Father Bill’ was replaced by ‘Father Bill, II’, 
Father William Vogt, a native Hammondite. He was a 
worthy successor with his engaging personality, happy 
disposition, and youthful enthusiasm. 

The financial report for the year of 1955 points to 
the development of St. Thomas More’s during the 
ten-year period. Receipts, in addition to money paid 
into the building fund, were $62,000 while expenses 
were $41,000. 

The town of Munster became a fast-growing resi- 
dential community as a suburb of Hammond, Indiana. 
The increase in population was great beyond all ex- 
pectation. In the year 1956 plans were formulated to 
build a moderate size all-purpose hall for about 
$125,000.00. Even as plans were being made, the growth 
of the parish, increased school enrollment, and the 
generous financial contributions of the parishioners 
necessitated the building of not just a small hall, but a 
building complex of a large gym, cafeteria, six class- 
rooms, music room, school library, and an activities or 
meeting room. 

What was happening is dramatically expressed in a 
comparison of statistics. From the humble figure of 
approximately one hundred families in 1946, the parish 
was moving toward a figure of fifteen hundred families 
which it reached in 1969. This building program 
initiated in 1956 did look to the future. Started while 
the parish had a debt of $200,000.00, the new program 
added more than a half million dollars. Yet destined for 
growth, the parish was able to diminish the staggering 
debt to zero in the course of only eight years. 


Important Milestones 


D uring the years that the debt was dissolving, other 
activities, improvements, and changes were taking 
place, while some important milestones for the pastor, 
the diocese, the parish, indeed for the Church were 
passed. 
In 1957 the new Diocese of Gary was formed and 
Most Reverend Andrew Grutha was chosen by the Holy 


Father as the first bishop. In 1961, Father Weis 
celebrated his Silver Jubilee of ordination and the 
parishioners joined him in a Mass of Thanksgiving and an 
“Open House” at which he was both host and guest of 
honor. 

During those years Pope Pius XI! died; Pope John 
XXII1 was elected, won the hearts of all Catholics and 
indeed of the entire Christian and non-Christian world, 
and convened the momentous Vatican Council II. 

At St. Thomas More Parish four more classrooms 
were added in 1964 and school enrollment reached 800 
students in 18 classrooms. Pope Paul V1 succeeded John 
XXII1 and the Council was concluded. As the whole 
Church was looking toward renewal, members of St. 
Thomas More Parish were deliberating the needs of their 
church in the modern world. 

By 1965 the need for a larger church to care for the 
increased membership of the parish was acutely felt. A 
committee of parish men was formed to discuss the 
parochial situation and the future logistic and financial 
picture. 

How large a church would be needed? What would be 
the approximate cost of a new church? How much could 
be accumulated? How long would it take to build? What 
means should be used to raise funds? These and other 
matters had to be determined. The Committee agreed 
that there would be no pledges asked. To raise funds 
each wage earner would be asked to contribute over and 
above his regular contribution, one percent (1%) of his 
income. This was proposed to the members of the 
congregation and immediately the New Church Fund 
began to grow until in September, 1969, nearly 
$400,000.00 was raised for the New Church. 

When it was seen after two years that the larger 
church was so necessary and the fund was growing, a 
New Church Building Committee was formed — James 
R. Morrison, Michael A. Tilka, Jr., Roy C. Clark, Gene 
Nottoli, William Dahlkamp, and Chester Wleklinski. 
James M. Turner, a member of the parish, was selected 
as the architect for the new church complex, which was 
to include not only a 1200 seat church, but an 
eighty-five seat Blessed Sacrament Chapel, the parish 
offices and school offices, to cost at low bid 
$870,000.00. F. G. Crary, Inc., received the contract to 
erect our new church, and ground was broken on 
September 15, 1968, at the annual parish picnic. The 
cornerstone was laid one year later, September 14, 1969, 
at the next parish picnic. 


While the busy years of working to raise funds for the 
continued 
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The Main Altar is elevated on a dais of white 


The new church ts bathed in natural lighting provided by 
the twenty-two narrow, floor-to-ceiling windows and the double skydomes. 
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new church seemed to race by without much notice, the 
much shorter period of actual construction seemed to 
drag. Certainly it was the “‘anxious waiting’ which made 
it seem like a long time, but, in fact, construction 
progressed rapidly and smoothly. By May, 1970, the 
church was ready for services, although a few of the 
artistic appointments were missing. 

Sunday, May 3, 1970, at 12 o'clock, noon, Most 
Reverend Andrew G. Grutka, Bishop of Gary, came to 
bless and dedicate the new House of the Lord. Following 
the blessing, a Mass of concelebration was offered in 
honor of the church Patron, St. Thomas More. Through- 
out the afternoon, the church and the offices were open 
for inspection. A dinner was served after the Mass to the 
Bishop and other clergy, the Sisters and a few honored 
guests who had major parts in the construction of our 
new complex. The church itself can best be described in 
the following words of the architect, Mr. James Turner. 


Saint Thomas More Church 


The Nave of the church comfortably seats over 
1200 parishioners. The total seating capacity 
includes an additional eighty-five in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment Chapel and forty each in the infants room and the 
usher’s and bride's room. 
Four steps lead to the sanctuary with generous 
dimensions for positioning the altar, celebrant’s chair, 


ambo, and lectern. Leading from the outside into the 


The new gym and activity room, 1955 


church is a large narthex with side entries to the vesting 
sacristy, washrooms, the infants room and the usher’s 
and bride’s room. 

Natural lighting in the main body of the church is 
provided by twenty-two narrow, floor-to-ceiling, leaded 
glass windows augmented by a large skydome at the 
apex of the roof. A continuous skylight, lighting the 
ceiling louvers, leads from the apex to the sanctuary and 
the sanctuary itself receives overhead light from double 
skydomes. 

The back wall of the sanctuary is an exquisitely 
proportioned wood module screen backed with a special 
fabric for the transmission of organ music to the nave 
from the organ chamber behind the reredos. Over the 
altar is suspended a truly significant crucifix. The 
interior walls of the church and Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel are a soft warm aggregate embedded in a white 
Matrix. The main supports of the church roof are rigid 
steel bents and purlins on which are secured a wood 
deck stained a light lively green. The narthex and the 
two side entrances have floors of white palladiana 
terrazzo as does the entire sanctuary. The aisles of the 
church are carpeted and the areas under the pews are 
small aggregate terrazzo for ease of future maintenance. 

In keeping with the new liturgy, there is no com- 
munion rail in the sanctuary and the organ and choir are 
in the pew area close to the sanctuary for better 
participation with the congregation. 

The side entrances on the south lead to the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, the nave, and the church offices 
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Construction on the new church makes headway 


which include a meeting room that comfortably seats 
eighty. The side entrance on the north leads to the nave 
and the new school offices and to the existing school. 
Church and school office hallways receive natural light 
through skydomes as do the meeting room, the sacristy, 
and work areas. Offices of all types have acoustical 
ceiling, painted walls and carpeted or vinyl asbestos 
floors. 

All areas are air-conditioned. There are adequate 
washrooms and lighting to provide for easy reading. 
Special hearing-aid controls are available in certain pews 
and in all of the confessionals. 

The Blessed Sacrament Chapel receives natural light 
from the three floor-to-ceiling, leaded glass windows. 
This chapel has a quarry tile floor, acoustical ceiling, and 
a sanctuary with a scintillating granite reredos and raised 
rough granite floor. There is an entrance to a 
confessional from the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Four 
confessionals open off the nave. 

The parking area around the school and church has 
been enlarged to accommodate over four hundred cars. 
An extended porte cochere at the main entrance and an 
extended canopy along the south entrance serve as a 
weather protection for all functions. All walks except at 
the main entrance are curbed and composed of non-slip 
aggregate for safety. Decorative granite planters at the 
entries also serve as exterior door stops. 

The exterior walls of the church are of white quartz 
aggregate placed on matrix backed by masonry walls. 
The fascia is a dark olive colored porcelain enamel and 
the roof is a light brown clay tile. The top center of the 
roof is recognized by a symbolic golden crown. The twin 


towers supporting the outside extremities of the porte 
cochere have the same type of facing as the church and 
support a golden cross extending ninety-five feet high 
which can be highlighted at night. There is also space 


available for the installation of a bell between the 


towers. 


Dedication 


The happy occasion of the dedication provided an 

opportunity for the bishop, priests, and people of 

St. Thomas More to join together to witness the beauty 

of the new church — its stained-glass windows and its 
shining pews. 

The dedication of the new church was more than a 
celebration over the achievement of a new building, it 
was, as a family reunion, an occasion for nostalgic 
recollections, for strengthening the present family ties 
and for a rededication of the people. It is the sense of 
community, the family spirit of the people much more 
than any buildings which make a parish. St. Thomas 
More has always been blessed with wonderful people and 
zealous priests. With the renewal of Vatican II, with the 
emphasis on the church as the “People of God,” with 
the renewal of the liturgy incorporation into the art and 
architecture of the new church, with the new complex as 
the focal point of divine worship for the community and 
the hub of Christian action radiating out into the 
community — the pastor, each priest and Sister, and 
each parishioner knows he is blessed to bea part of this 
achievement, to be a member of this remarkable parish. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? 


Assistants 


. William Vogt 

. William J. Spranger 
. Robert Barry Evers 
. John F. Minnich 


. George Kashmer 
. Dennis Bianey 
. Joseph J. Mosko 


. William J. Gieranowski 


From 


v. Edward J. Mackiewicz 


July 3, 1951 to 
May 20, 1955 

June 1, 1958 

August 31, 1962 

March 1, 1964 

April 1, 1967 

March 15, 1968 

July 30, 1968 

June 4, 1970 


May 20, 1955 
June 1, 1958 
August 31, 1962 
March 1, 1964 
Feb. 28, 1967 
March 15, 1968 
July 30, 1968 
February 14, 1970 


In Memoriam - Rev. George Masley in residence from July 11, 1967 to January 11, 1969 


DID YOU KNOW? 


No. of Baptisms since Nov. 12, 1945 


No. of Marriages since 
No. of Families in Parish 


Our First Teachers: 
Principal and Teacher 


Sister Mary Jean -- 
Sister Angela - 
Sister Antonia — 
Sister Norberta 
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164 ... 1947 
SOU s+ IO 
575 1956 
920 1961 
1218 1966 
1400 1970 


Grades 5 and 6 

Grades 3 and 4, and Music 
Grades 1 and 2 
Housekeeper 


PRIESTS 


ORDAINED FROM 


PARISH 


Rev. Andrew Berthold 
Rev. Thomas Schaub 
Rev. Geo. Glueckert 
Rev. Dana Anchor 


Principals: 


Sister Eleanor 

Sister Julianne 

Sister Jane 

Sister Joan 

Mr. Charles Coddington 


1950-53 
1953~59 
1959-65 
1965—69 
1970— 
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